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SOME OBSERVATtONS ON BIRD-LIFE OF THE MIDDLE ME PING. 

H. G. Beignan. 

Tlie Middle Me Ping, embracing the famed Rapids, seems to 
luive been all biit eoinpletely neglected by students of Siam's or- 
nitliology. That this part of the Kingdom is not without consider¬ 
able importance fmm the distributional point of view is evident from 
tlie fact that tlie northernmost rapid eonstitutes part of the southern 
boundary oE tlie zoo-geographical division known as North Siam, 
while the river itself, from this point soutli to Raheng, divides 
Western from Central Siam. The three areas come together a short 
distance below the village of Mii’t Ka ni). 

Tlie writer made a hurried trip down the idver during the 
winter holidays of 1935, embarking at Chorn Tong, 19 Decembei’, 
and finally leaving boat-travel heliind at Raheng, 29 December. From 
this place return was made to Chiengmai by motorcar and train, via 
Sukliotai-tani and Bandara Junction. So far as limited boat-space 
and the exigencies of time permitted, birds of especial interest were 
collected en route, but it was unfortunately not at all possible to 
make a general collection of the avifauna of the interesting regions 
traversed. However, an excellent opportunity was afforded to ob¬ 
serve the approximate limits of distribution of certain species, and, 
as miglit be expected, some forms were met with wliicli have rarely 
or never been previously recorded from Siam. 

Between Cliom Tong and Mu’t Ka there occur numerous 
marshes and swamps of greater or less extent, on either bank of 
the river and cliskriit from it a few hundred metres to several 
kilometrea Practically all of these were visited, but only the largest 
still bad open water at this season. On the marsh near Ban Nong 
Khiet (0111were found about one hundred Whistling-Teal 
(^Dendrocygna javaniea}, a dozen Cotton-"leal (Cheniscus coromand^- 
lumus), and one female Pociiard (apparently Ifyroca baeri), wliich 
^vas taken. Here the Purple Coot [Forphyrio 2 ^olioerphalu 8 2 ?o?io- 
ce 2 }balu$) Avas abundant and conspicuous, as were also the two species 
of Jacanas. At Nong Luang (near Ban Ta Nong Luang [olu m 

visited 21 December, were a hock of more than one thousand 
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Whistling-Teal and a group of tliree Pochard (species not ascertained). 
Also present were a Darter (^Anhmga melanogaBteT\ wliicli seeins 
not to have been previously recorded from North Siam, and a small 
nnmber of Corinoraiits {Pkalacvocoimm niger). As this marsh ap¬ 
proached tlie proportions of a am ah lake and no boats ’^vere available, 
notliing was collected liei'e. On 23 December, nn a lagoon just be¬ 
hind the river bank opposite the village of Ban En (mU Utl14) was 
found a Brahminy-Diick (^Casarea ferruginea), a species only once 
before recorded from Siam. The bird 11 onto a near-b}^^ sand-bar 
devoid of vegetation and was too alert to be taken. 

An Osprey (^Pandion haliaetus halmehis) was noted the same 
day on some cliffs just north of Ban MuT Ka; this bird is very rare 
in Nortli Siam, but became not uncommon on the river betn^cen 
the southern mouth of the Gorges and Eaheng. By far the most 
iminerous raptor of the river ^vas the Braliminjj^-Kite (^Haliastur 
indus in fenudms), although it only occurred north and south of the 
Gorges and riot ^^dtliiii them, Tlie Peregrine (^Falco 
ealidtf^s) was seen flying about high crags in tlie Rapids, and between 
Ban Ta Pni (Dili m and Ban Mai Ngam no less than 

four were noted, two of which were collected. 

SIiore-birds were numeroits on all the sand-bars, but in the 
Gorges only three species were represented—the Common Sandpiper 
(^Actitis ]i;y2)oleiteos), the Red-wattled Lapwing (Jjohivanelhis indiciis 
atrmutchalis\ and the Spiir-vdngcd Plover (^IIo 2 :}lo 2 :}terus duvaucelii). 
The last iiamed is without doubt the most abundant bird on the 
river through this area; it is scarcely an exaggeration to say that 
every bar and sandy beach has its pair, if not a flock, 

Tlie Milky Pratincole (Glareola lactea) was seen only onee in 
North Siam, at Ban Sop Huai Khieu (tjiu fru mu on 20 Decem¬ 
ber, but was rather common between Rail eng and the soutiiern mouth 
of the Gorges. 

Herons of five or six well known species were numerous on 
the river except in the Rapids, where only the Paddy-bird (Ardeola 
sp.) was seen. While possessed of doubtful scientific value, it may 
be not uninteresting to record that somewhere between Ban Ta Pui 
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iind KalieMig was seen an individual of tlie Large ligret 
albus modeshts), wlucli liad survived tlie remarkable mjnry of being 
spitted on a long bamboo stick. Tliis stick, which Imd entered tlie 
Ijod}? at an angle of about forty-five degrees, extended some five 
inches out of tlie centre of tlie bird’s back and about the same 
distance out oC the abdomen. Tliatit was not an optical illusion was 
shown by tfie fact that, even during flight, the stick retained its 
position relative to the hird^s body. There was no apparent incon¬ 
venience to the victim, although the end protruding from the belly 
would doubtless make copulation impossible. Tlie stick may well 
liave been an arrow of the type nsed Avith tlie cross-bow* 

At Ban Ta Poi, a short distance south of the Rapids, Terns 
were first seen, and thence to Rah eng Avere very conspicuous. They 
are known to the river men as leu Icin jda f\U tlai) “ fish-eating 

Hawks,” and tAvo species are distinguished, Tlie Blaek-bellied Tern 
(Sterna vielmiogast&}') and the Inrlian River-Teru (S. cmrantia) 
seemed to be equally numerous; of the latter tAvo specimens Avere 
taken. All ’^Perns appcai'od to be in nuptial plumage. 

Kingfishers Avere to be seen everywhere. The White-breasted 
and the Common Kingfishers (Hcdeyoii -wiyrnensM fusca and Aleedo 
atfhis bengalensis) Avere alnindant in the Gorges as Avell as both 
north and sontli of them. Tlie Sfcork-billed Kingfisher (Ramphalcyon 
cape-nms hti/>"nymic(t) wna uncommon noi.'th of tlie Rapids, A-ery com¬ 
mon in them, and entirely absent below them. TJie Pied Kingfisher 
(Ceryle rudis leiteomelanura) abemnded until the northernmost rapid 
Avas reached, then Avas not seen again until the mouth of tlie Gorges 
was attained at Tala Luang whence it AA^as once more 

abundant as far as Rah eng. The Black-capped Kingfisher (Haley mi 
pileata) was found only in the Avildest parts of the Rapids, and then 
but tAvo birds Avere seen. In North Siam this species is rare and 
confined to uninhabited areas, Avhei’e it i.s very shy. 

In the Gorges there is little space for birds Avhich do not 
fancy precipitous slopes, and as a result non-aquatic forms are com¬ 
paratively scarce there. In the belt of tall bamboo Avhieh edges tlie 
l iver, such door-yard species as the Magpie-Robin (Oops^/ehus scmlaris 
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saularis) aiici BlaiiforcVs Bulbul {PyenonokiH bkmfovdi hkmfordi) 
were common even in the wildest places, as were certain of the 
Goninioii small Babblers, such as Alixmmis. Nothing was seen of 
ChcTsonia, \vhicli miglit be expeeted to oeeiir on these limestone 
slopes. 

Daurian Swallows [Hirimdo daurica sitbspp.) were very com¬ 
mon over the river nortli of the Rapids* But in the Gorges, from 
the first rapid to the last, the dominant Swallow was the Wire-tailed 
(Jfirundo hying in pairs or small pai'ties over the 

sand-bars. Of this species, hitherto unrecorded from Siam, sevei^al 
specimens were taken* Also in the Gorges Avas encountei'ed a 
small group of Crag-Martins {presumably Krimnodielidon eonaolor 
sitmingensis). South of the Rapids tlie Common Swallow (Ifirtmdo 
^mstiea gutturalis) became abundant and small numbers of Sand- 
Martins (^Riparia l)revicmulcda) were found almost to 

Rah eng. 

No Starlings occurred witliin the Gorges, and only the Black¬ 
necked (Graoivpiea nigrwollis) and the Siamese (Aethiopsar grmidiB 
grandis) were found to he equally mimei'ous both north and soutli 
of them* The House-Mynah (Aeridoikerefi tristis tristis), abundant 
at Chom Tong and again at Raheng, was noted only tlirice between 
these towns—two at Ban Ta Tan (OlU PHTHU) and a small number at 
Ban Wang Lung (ulu if both north of tlie Rapids ; and a few at 
Ban Na (tJlU Ul), just sootli of them* Tlie White-headed Mynah 
(^Gracupica leitcocf^^p^hala letieocephalu) and tlio Cliinese Jfynah 
(Stmmia Imjouiana^, twt) species unknown in North Siam, were 
first met with between Ban Ti\ Piii and Ban Sam Ngao (Ult4 in)> 
feeding on islands together with several other species of the family. 

The Tree-Sparrow (Fassm^ ^Jioniamts malaccensis) was not 
observed at all until Raheng was leached, and there it proved to he 
as common as is usual in Siamese towns. The Red-wliiskered Bulbul 
(Otocovipfia jocom erythroUs), abundant in tlie North, was found only 
at an island near Ban Sam Ngao; elsewhere its place as a door-yard 
])ird was usurped by its near relative, the Yellow Bulbul (Ofocompsa 
flaviventri & flavivenir is). 
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A lew miaeellaiieoiiK records Beeiii worthy ol inention* On 27 
December a single specimen of the Forest-Wagtail {pendvonwnthtts 
hndicus) was found near Ban Sam Ngao. A specimen of the Red- 
spotted Blue-throat {Oymiosylvia S'ltecim robttsia) was taken 28 Dec¬ 
ember at Ban Mai Ngain, near Rah eng, and at the same time and 
place tlie Woodcock (Scolopax rusticola was seen. Two 

specimens of a Wliite-browed Fantail-Flycatcher {Letwocirca imreola 
subsp.) were collected in tall deciduous jungle at a point 42 

kilometres east of Raheng, 29 December; in this coxintry the species 
has been previously known only from South-v^e.st Siam. The Black¬ 
shouldered Kite (]]ikin%is meriileuH vooiferus) v^as found to be not 
uncommo]! in the open country M^est of Snkhotai and Sawankhaiok, 
and one specimen was collected, 29 Decernbeiv 
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